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Overview

• Current Thematic Catalogues (Online)
• MEI for Thematic Catalogues
• The WeGA Premises
• The WeGA Solution
• Yet More Problems

2 / 29



Introduction MEI WeGA Premises WeGA Solution Problems

Thematic Catalogues (unexhaustive list)

• Bach-Digital
• Bizet Katalog
• Benjamin Britten
• Christoph Willibald Gluck-Werkverzeichnis
• Paul Hindemith
• Arnold Schönberg Kompositionen
• Schütz-Werke-Verzeichnis
• Ludwig Senfl Werke
• Richard Strauss Quellenverzeichnis
• Pauline Viardot
• Catalogue of Carl Nielsen’s Works
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Arnold Schönberg Kompositionen

Figure 1: Arnold Schönberg, Zwei Gesänge für eine Baritonstimme und Klavier Op. 1, http://www.schoenberg.
at/index.php/de/joomla-license/zwei-gesaenge-fuer-eine-baritonstimme-und-klavier-op-1-1898
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Ludwig Senfl Werke

Figure 2: Ludwig Senfl, Wohl kummt der Mai (i), http://www.senflonline.com
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Christoph Willibald Gluck-Werkverzeichnis

Figure 3: Christoph Willibald Gluck, Antigono, http://www.gluck-gesamtausgabe.de/id/1-20-00-0
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Catalogue of Carl Nielsen’s Works

Figure 4: Carl Nielsen, Musik til Helge Rodes prolog “Shakespeare”,
http://www.kb.dk/dcm/cnw/document.xq?doc=cnw0015.xml
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Methodological Variety

• Sources

• History
• Instrumentation
• Genre
• Bibliography
• Incipits
• Persons (Corporate Bodies)
• Audio
• Persistent Identifiers
• Interchange (Reusability)
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MEI for Thematic Catalogues

• Plain Text (XML) Format
• Unicode Support
• Facilitation of Interchange
• FRBR Implementation
• Incipits (full fledged encoding power)
• Support for Taxonomies
• Support for Bibliographies
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FRBR entities

Figure 5: Basic Group 2 entities and relations of the FRBR model (RDF version),
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FRBR-Group-2-entities-and-relations.svg
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MEI Example

Figure 6: Carl Nielsen, Musik til Helge Rodes prolog “Shakespeare”,
http://www.kb.dk/dcm/cnw/document.xq?doc=cnw0015.xml
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MEI Example – workDesc

Figure 7: Carl Nielsen, Musik til Helge Rodes prolog “Shakespeare”,
http://www.kb.dk/dcm/cnw/document.xq?doc=cnw0015.xml 12 / 29
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MEI Example – expressionList

Figure 8: Carl Nielsen, Musik til Helge Rodes prolog “Shakespeare”,
http://www.kb.dk/dcm/cnw/document.xq?doc=cnw0015.xml
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The vision of a “Weber-Werkverzeichnis”

• ‘Traditional’ Catalogue
• Integration into the WeGA Digital Edition
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‘Traditional’ Features

• Header
• WeV, Title
• Concordance of IDs (Jähns, Kaiser, Opus)
• Date of Premiere
• Instrumentation
• Persons: Dedicatee, Librettist, Lyricist, etc.

• Incipits
• History
• Sources
• Reception
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The Digital Framework

• Various 1st-level entities (Persons, letters, works, places, etc.)
• Every entity defined by a TEI or MEI schema
• Every instance is one file
• Everything is kept in a subversion repository
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The WeGA Pyramid

Google 
Books

ADB

Your
Repository?

Wikipedia

DNB

Presentation 
Being just the tip of the iceberg in terms 
of the primary goal “scholarly edition”, 
the online presentation tries to add value 

by incorporating mashups and social 
networks.

Transformation and Interchange

eXist and queried, transformed and served from there. 
Images are delivered via a Digilib server while simple 

Linked Data connections are facilitated through 
PND Beacon.

The Fundament
Every primary text (letter, diary, writing 

etc.) as well as every secondary text 
(commentary, prosopography etc.) is 

encoded by hand and stored as a 
-

version repository.

Figure 9: Poster Excerpt,
http://www.academia.edu/11353893/Digital_Edition_of_Carl_Maria_von_Weber_s_Collected_Works
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Legacy Data

• Various askSam databases (Drucke, Handschriften,
Textdrucke) with > 5.000 entries

• Superficial work descriptions (not only Weber’s works)
• Taxonomies created for the description of sources of the

printed volumes
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askSam-db “Drucke”

Figure 10: Screenshot of askSam-db
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Work Descriptions

Figure 11: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Die Zauberflöte, http://weber-gesamtausgabe.de/A020584
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Taxonomies – Source Abbreviations

A Autograph
AK Autograph with copyist’s additions
K copy

K+ posthumous copy
KA copy with autograph additions
M manuscript

ED first edition
D print

D+ posthumous print
L Libretto

LA Libretto with additions by the composer
AL Autograph (by Weber) with additions by the Librettist
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Taxonomies – Functions

Suffixes to the Source abbreviations

/sk sketch
/ew draft (Entwurf)
/km composer’s working manuscript
/sv engraver’s model

/am performing material
/re fair copy
/wi dedication exemplar
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Taxonomies – Form
Suffixes to the Source abbreviations

-pt score
-kl piano reduction / vocal score
-st parts
-tx text source
-rh prompt copy (of an actor)
-sb prompt book
-rb Regiebuch/Direktionsbuch/Inspizier- bzw.

Inspektionsbuch
-fr fragment

-arr arrangement
-ur Urfassung

Example
A/re-pt
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First approach

• MerMEId as editor?

• MerMEId as role model
• Put every source into the corresponding work file
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Second approach

• “bottom up”

• promoted “source” to 1st-level entity
• joined schema for works and sources
• Link every source to the corresponding work file
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Workflow

1. askSam2MEI
1.1 export as rtf(!)
1.2 convert to XML via OxGarage
1.3 transform to MEI and itemize sources

2. normalize data
3. normalize terms and create taxonomies
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Example – WeGA Source File

Figure 12: Carl Maria von Weber, Musik zu Donna Diana, D-Dl, Mus. 4689-K-14 27 / 29
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Benefits

• easier to maintain
• closer to the FRBR model(?)
• editorially picked as well as automatically created relations
• still one MEI schema
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Ontological Mismatch

Do we create a catalogue of works or of expressions?
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